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a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a second signal 
indicative of said bid from said network and for sending an acknowledgement of said received bid 
to said network; 

said network sending at least a third signal to said first workstation and at least a fourth signal 
to said second workstation, said at least third and said at least fourth signals indicating 
acknowledgement of said acknowledgement from said second workstation, 

wherein at least one of said network, said first workstation, and said second workstation 
determines when one of said acknowledgements has not been received during an interval. 





^J(}k^ 54. (Thrice Amended) A method fo\acknowledging the receipt signals relating to bids 

and offers in an electronic trading system, said electric trading system including a network and at 
least first and second workstations coupled to a network, the method comprising the steps of: 
sending an offer from the first workstation to the network in response to an initial bid ; 
receiving the offer from said network at the second workstation; 

sending from the second workstation to said networjt an acknowledgement of the receipt of 
the offer; 

sending from the network to the first and second workstations an indication that the network 
acknowledges the acknowledgement from said second workstation; and 

determining when at least one of said acknowledgements has not been received during an 
jnterval_ 

£~CT^7 ^9. (Thrice Amended) A con^ter-readable medium having computer-executable 
b< instructions for performing steps comprising: 
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receiving at a networked processor an offer from a first workstation in response to an initial 



bid; 



sending the offer from the networked processor to a second workstation; 

receiving an acknowledgement of transaction based on the offer from the second 

workstation at the networked processor; 

sending from the networked processor to the first and second workstations an indication that 

the networked processor received the acknowledgement of the transaction and 

determining when at least one of said acknowledgements has not been received during an 

interval. 

i . 

62. (Thrice Amended) \a workstation participating in the exchange of signals, the 

Fx \ 

' / signals including at least a bid and an offer, the workstation connected to a network, said network 
connected to at least a second workstation, said workstation comprising: 
a receiver for receiving an initial offer; 
a processor for processing said initial offer; and 

an output for outputting a first signal^to said network, said first signal signaling a bid in 
response to said initial offer, 

said receiver also receiving a second signal wherein said second signal indicates the 
acknowledgement of a receipt of said first signal by said second workstation and a third signal when 
said acknowledgement was not received during an interval. 

63. (Thrice Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing steps associated with a purchase comprising a bid and an offer 




It I 
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comprising: 

transmitting to a netwoYk an offer from a first workstation in response to a received initial 



receiving an acknowledgement from said network indicating that a workstation originating 
said initial bid has acknowledged said transmitted offer; and 

receiving an alert from said network^ when said acknowledgement has not been received 

during an interval. 

67. (Twice Amended) A system for exchanging signals relating to at least a bid or an 
I 1 offer, the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstations, saki first workstation sending a first signal to said 
network signaling a bid in response to an initial offer; 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a second signal 
indicative of said bid transmitted from said first workstation in response to said initial offer from 
over said network, said second workstation sending an acknowledgement of said bid received from 
said first workstation over said network; and 

said network sending at least a third signal to said first Workstation and at least a fourth signal 
to said second workstation, said at least third and said at least fourth signals indicating 
acknowledgement of said acknowledgement from said second workstation, 

wherein at least one of said network, said first work station, and said second work station 
determines when at least one of said acknowledgements has not been received during an interval. 

4 
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68. (Twice Amended) system for exchanging signals relating to at least a bid and an 
offer, the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstations, said first workstation sending a first signal to said 
network signaling an offer in response to an initial bid; 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a second signal 
indicative of said offer from said network and i[or sending an acknowledgement of said received offer 
to said network; 

said network sending at least a third signal to said first workstation and at least a fourth signal 
to said second workstation, said at least thira and said at least fourth signals indicating 
acknowledgement of said acknowledgement from said second workstation 

wherein at least one of said network, said first workstation, and said second workstation 
determines when one of said acknowledgements hasjnot been received during an interval. 




79. (Amended) A method for 



offers in an electronic trading system, said electronic trading system including a network and at least 




first and second workstations coupled to a r 



receiving the bid from said network 



Acknowledging the receipt signals relating to bids and 



etwork, the method comprising the steps of; 



sending a bid from the first workstation to the network in response to an initial offer; 



it the second workstation; 



sending from the second workstation 10 said network an acknowledgement of the receipt of 



sending from the network to the first anty second workstations an indication that the network 

5 




acknowledges the acknowledgement 
^ ^ determining when at least one 
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irom said second workstation; and 
of said acknowledgements has not been received during an 



erval. 




84. (Amended) A computer-readable medium ha^irig computer-executable instructions 
for performing steps comprising: 

receiving at a networked processor a bid^^bm a first workstation in response to an initial 

offer; 

/Ay sending the bid from the net^drked processor to a second workstation; 
* receiving an acknowledgment of a transaction based on the bid from the second workstation 
at the networked processoj^ 

sending fromtne networked processor to the first and second workstations an indication that 
the networked pj?ocessor received the acknowledgement of the transaction; and 

determining when at least one of said acknowledgements has not been received during an 

interve 

87. (Amended) A workstation participating in the exchange of signals, the signals 
including at least a bid and an offer, the workstation connected to a network, said network connected 
o at least a second workstation, said workstation comprising: 




a, 




a receiver for receiving an initial bid 
a processor for processing said initia 
an output for outputting a first signal 
response to said initial bid, 



bid; 



to said network, said first signal signaling an offer in 
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said receiver also receiving a second signal wherein said second signal indicates the 
acknowledgement of a receipt of said firsi signal by said second workstation and a third signal when 
said acknowledgement was not received during an interval. 

88 . (Amended) A computerireadable medium having computer-executable instructions 
or performing steps associated with a purchase comprising an offer comprising: 

transmitting to a network a bid from a first workstation in response to a received initial offer; 
receiving an acknowledgement from said network indicating that a workstation originating 
initial offer has acknowledged said trarkmitted bid; and 

receiving an alert from said networw when said acknowledgement has not been received 

during an interval. 

92. (Amended) A system for Exchanging signals relating to at least a bid or an offer, 
^ the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstations, said first workstation sending a first signal to said 
network signaling an offer in response to an nitial bid; and 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a second signal 
indicative of said offer transmitted from said first workstation in response to said initial bid from 
over said network, said second workstation ser ding an acknowledgement of said offer received from 
said first workstation over said network, 
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said network sending at least a thirc signal to said first workstation and at least a fourth signal 
to said second workstation, said at lezst third and said at least fourth signals indicating 
acknowledgement of said acknowledgeme it from said second workstation, 

wherein at least one of said network, said first work station, and said second work station 
determines when at least one of said acknowledgements has not been received during an interval. 

93. (Amended) A system fo * exchanging signals relating to at least a bid or an offer, 
the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstatio is; 

a first workstation of said workstations, said first workstation sending a second transaction 
message to said network in response to a first transaction message; 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a third 

native of said second transaction message and for sending 
transaction message to said network; 
said network sending at least a fourth transaction message to said first workstation and at 
least a fifth transaction message to said second workstation, said at least fourth and said at least fifth 
transaction messages indicating acknowledgement of said acknowledgement from said second 
workstation 

wherein prior to the transmission df said second transaction message by said first 
workstation, said second workstation transmits said first transaction message to said network.. 



ransaction message from said network indi 
an acknowledgement of said received third 



100. (Amended) A system for 
the system comprising: 




exchanging signals relating to at least a bid or an offer, 
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a network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstat ons, said first workstation sending a second transaction 
message to said network in response to a fi rst transaction message; 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a third 
transaction message from said network indie ati ve of said second transaction message and for sending 
an acknowledgement of said received third transaction message to said network; 

said network sending at least a fourth transaction message to said first workstation and at 
least a fifth transaction message to said seco nd workstation, said at least fourth and said at least fifth 
transaction messages indicating acknowledgement of said acknowledgement from said second 
workstation 

wherein said second workstation fiirther 



a confirmation timer for measuring 
said third transaction message until said 
and 



comprises: 

i he time elapsed from said second workstation receiving 
seebnd workstation receives said fifth transaction message; 



a storage unit for storing an indication that a purchase relating to said first transaction 
message was not completed upon the elapsed time measured by said confirmation timer exceeding a 

predetermined confirmation timeout period. \ 

103. (Amended) A system fof^xchanging signals relating to at least a bid or an offer, 
the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstations, said fh^t workstation sending a second transaction 

9 
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message to said network in response to a first transaction message; 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a third 
transaction message from said netwoMc indicative of said second transaction message and for sending 
an acknowledgement of said receivedmird transaction message to said network; 

said network sending at least a fourth transaction message to said first workstation and at 
least a fifth transaction message to said second workstation, said at least fourth and said at least fifth 
transaction messages indicating acknowledgement of said acknowledgement from said second 
workstation \ 

wherein said network further comprises: 

a computer for matching at least bids or offers from said workstations in accordance with 
predetermined matching criteria. \ 

an acknowledgement timer for measuringVhe time elapsed from reception of said second 
transaction message by said network from said first workstation until reception of said 
acknowledgement by said network from said second workstation; and 

a storage unit for storing an indication that a purchase was not acknowledged upon the 
elapsed time measured by said acknowledgement timer exceeding a predetermined acknowledgement 
timeout period. \ 

104. (Amended) A method for acknowledging trie receipt signals relating to at least bids 
or offers in an electronic trading system, said electronic trading system including a network and at 
least first and second workstations coupled to a network, the method comprising the steps of: 

sending a first transaction message from the second workstation to the network; 

10 \ 
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receiving an acknowledgement of the first transaction message from the network at the 
second workstation 

sending a second transaction\pessage from the first workstation to the network in response to 
the first transaction message; 

receiving the second transaction Message from said network at the second workstation; 
sending from the second workstatioifyo said network an acknowledgement of the receipt of 
the second transaction message; and 

sending from the network to the first and second workstations an indication that the network 
acknowledges the acknowledgement from said second workstation. 

106. (Amended) A method for ; icknowledging the receipt signals relating to at least bids 
or offers in an electronic trading system, sail I electronic trading system including a network and at 
Iteasrt 



first and second workstations coupled i o a network, the method comprising the steps of: 



from the first workstation to the network in response to 



tr*> 



sending from the second workstation 



sending a second transaction messag^ ] 
a first transaction message; 

receiving the second transaction message from said network at the second workstation; 

;o said network an acknowledgement of the receipt of 

the second transaction message; 

sending from the network to the first aAd second workstations an indication that the network 
acknowledges the acknowledgement from said second workstation, 
> 

measuring an elapsed confirmation tin e from receiving the second transaction message from 

11 
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the network at the second workstation unti 




indication that the network received the 



workstation; and 



the second work station receives from the network the 



acknowledgement of the transaction from the second 



storing an indication that the transaction is unconfirmed upon the measured elapsed 

d confirmation timeout period 



ojtfifflriation time exceeding a predetermin 
wherein the transaction messages re 



ate to a transaction 




^M. ? 1^8. (Amended) A method foi^cknowledging the receipt signals relating to at least bids 

xZMT 

fjty / or offers in an electronic trading system, saidiplectronic trading system including a network and at 
least first and second workstations coupled to aWtwork', the method comprising the steps of: 

sending a second transaction message frorr^the first workstation to the network in response to 
a first transaction message; 

receiving the second transaction message frofyi said network at the second workstation; 
sending from the second workstation to said netyvork an acknowledgement of the receipt of 
^-^ the second transaction message; 

sending from the network to the first and second wdrkstations an indication that the network 
acknowledges the acknowledgement from said second workstation, 

measuring an elapsed acknowledgement time from receiving the second transaction message 
at the network from the first workstation until the network receiyes the acknowledgement from the 
second workstation; and 

storing an indication that the second transaction message transmitted to said second 
workstation is unacknowledged upon the measured elapsed acknowledgement time exceeding a 

12 
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predetermined acknowledgement timeout period. 

110. (Amended) A Computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing steps comprising: 

receiving at a networked processor a first transaction message from a second workstation; 
sending an acknowledgement of thetfirst transaction message from the networked processor 
to the second workstation \ 

receiving at the networked processor a second transaction message from a first workstation in 
response to the first transaction message; \ 

sending the second transaction message from the networked processor to the second 
workstation; \ 

receiving an acknowledgement of a transaction based on the second transaction message from 
the second workstation at the networked processor; and \ 

sending from the networked processor to the first and setond workstations an indication that 
the networked processor received the acknowledgement of the transaction. 

112. (Amended) A workstation participating in the exchange of signals, the signals 
including at least a bid or an offer, the workstation connected to a network, said network connected 
to at least a second workstation, said workstation comprising\ 
a receiver for receiving a first transaction message; \ 
a processor for processing said first transaction message; \ 

an output for outputting a first signal to said network, said Yirst signal signaling a second 
transaction message in response to said first transaction message; \ 

13 \ 
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v. r 





said receiver also receiving a third transaction message wherein said third transaction 
message indicates the acknowledgement of a receipt of said second transaction message by said 
second workstation and said receiver receiving an alert fern said network when said network has not 
received the acknowledgement of said second transactiorNpessage after a predetermined interval. 

113. (Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for performing steps associated with a purchase comprising: 

transmitting to a network a second transaction message fr&m a first workstation in response 
to a received first transaction message; 

receiving an acknowledgement from said network indicating feat a workstation originating 
said first transaction message has acknowledged said second transaction message; and 

receiving an alert from said network when said network Vias not received the 
acknowledgement of said second transaction message after a predetermined\iterval . . 

1 17. (Amended) A system for exchanging signals relating to at least a bid or an offer, 
the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstations, said first workstation sending a second transaction 
message to said network signaling a response to a first transaction message; 
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a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a second signal 
indicative of said second transaction message transmitted from said first workstation in response to 
said first transaction message from over said network, said second workstation sending an 
acknowledgement of said second transaction message received from said first workstation over said 
network; 

said network sending at least a third transaction message to said first workstation and at least 
a fourth transaction message to said second workstation, said at least third transaction message and 
said at least fourth transaction message indicating acknowledgement of said acknowledgement from 
said second workstation 

said network providing an alert when said acknowledgement has not been received after a 
predetermined interval. 
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